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Minutes Of Telephone Conference 12/18/2001

| N CHAMBERS PROCEEDI NGS:

The court held a tel ephone conference with | ead and |iai son counsel
to di scuss the upcom ng conference. The court raised the follow ng
| ssues:

1. The court inquired whether all counsel involved in the multi-
district litigation cases needed to attend the conference schedul ed
for Decenber 20, 2001. After discussion wth counsel the court
concluded that it was advisable to have all counsel involved in this
multi-district litigation attend the upcom ng conference and not to
limt attendance.

2. The court inquired of counsel whether the parties had nmade any
provi sions for the electronic storage or exchange of discovery
docunents, and whether the parties intended to forma joint notions
commttee in the future. To these inquiries the parties essentially
agreed that although they believed the i ssues need not be addressed
at this stage in the litigation, they planned on keeping them open
for the future.

3. The court discussed with only plaintiffs’ counsel several issues
concerni ng the makeup of plaintiffs’ commttees.
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