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The Honorable Barbara J. Rothstein

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON

AT SEATTLE

IN RE: PHENYLPROPANOLAMINE
(PPA) PRODUCTS LIABILITY 
LITIGATION,

____________________________

MDL NO. 1407

ORDER EXTENDING STAY 
     RE: HURRICANE KATRINA
  

This document relates to the
actions listed on Appendix A

Many of the cases in MDL 1407 originate from jurisdictions

that were severely affected by Hurricane Katrina, which touched

down in the early morning hours of Monday, August 29, 2005. 

On September 6, 2005, as an emergency measure, this court

entered a broad and temporary stay of all cases from transferor

jurisdictions in Mississippi, Louisiana and Alabama. This initial

stay order stayed these cases from August 29, 2005, through

September 12, 2005. On September 12, 2005, the court extended that

stay for ten days, through September 26, 2005. The court also

instructed counsel for plaintiffs and counsel for defendants to

provide the court with an agreed upon list of specific cases in
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MDL 1407 for which a more extended stay would be necessary.

Counsel provided the court with a list of about 130 cases, and on

September 27, 2005, the court extended the stay in those cases

through November 30, 2005. 

On November 29, 2005, pursuant to the court’s September 27,

2005 order, counsel provided the court with an updated list of

matters still requiring an extended stay. This time, counsel’s

list included only 22 cases. Counsel informs the court that the

parties to these cases are as yet unable to proceed with their

actions because of an inability to locate plaintiffs, or plain-

tiffs’ counsel who have been unable to reopen their law offices.

The court hereby extends the stay in the cases listed on

Exhibit A to this order, from December 1, 2005, through February

28, 2006. 

This stay order extends the Fact Discovery Deadlines for all

cases on Appendix A for the number of days that the cases are

stayed, including the court’s stay orders dated September 6, 2005,

September 12, 2005, and September 27, 2005. The court also orders

as follows:

1. At the appropriate time, parties to a case stayed by

order of this court relating to Hurricane Katrina may

contact the court and ask that the case be exempted from

the stay;

2. Where all parties are in agreement that limited discov-
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ery or other activities may proceed in an individual

stayed case, but that it is not appropriate to lift the

stay in its entirety, the parties may proceed with

agreed limited discovery or other activities without

seeking court approval;

3. Parties to cases not included in this order, but for

which an extended stay is appropriate may move the court

to be included; and

4. The court orders counsel to meet and confer, and to

provide the court, no later than February 27, 2006, with

a list of any cases in which a further extension is

required, along with a detailed description of why such

an extension is sought.

SO ORDERED this 5th day of December, 2005.

A
Barbara Jacobs Rothstein
U.S. District Court Judge 
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