
Motions Practice 

• Motions to Compel:  Before a party may file a motion to compel, it must make a good 
faith effort to meet and confer with the party not making a disclosure.   Parties are 
encouraged to submit discovery disputes through the procedure set forth in CR 
37(a)(1)(B).  The joint submission streamlines the presentation of discovery disputes and 
allows the issue to come ripe before the Court in less time than it would if presented in a 
traditional motion. 

• Motions in Limine: Pursuant to Local Rule 7(d)(4), any motion in limine must include a 
certification that the movant has in good faith conferred or attempted to confer with other 
affected parties in an effort to resolve which matters are really in dispute.   Parties are 
discouraged from filing general motions in limine that merely request the Court to apply 
the rules of evidence. 

• Courtesy Copies:  Under Local Rule 10(e)(8), when a party files a document that exceeds 
50 pages in length via CM/ECF, that party must file a paper copy marked “Courtesy 
Copy of Electronic Filing for Chambers.”  When submitting courtesy copies, it is helpful 
to select the copy that includes the header created by CM/ECF.  This header includes 
important information (case number, document number, page number, date filed) at the 
top of each page.  WAWD policy now prohibits the use of 3-ring binders when 
submitting courtesy copies: they should be 3-hole punched, tabbed and bound with clips 
or rubber bands (if necessary). 

• Oral argument: Oral argument is generally granted in two circumstances: 
o When the Court requires it to better understand the issues and the arguments, or 
o If it is requested by the party which the Court, after reviewing the pleadings, 

believes will not prevail on the motion 

Courtroom Decorum 

• Children in the courtroom:  Children under the age of twelve may not attend criminal 
proceedings.  Children must be supervised by an adult when waiting in the lobby outside 
the courtroom. 

• Cellular Phones/Wireless Devices:  All cellular telephones and wireless devices must be 
turned OFF during all proceedings.  Simply placing a device on “silent” is insufficient.   
Devices that are not completely turned off interfere with the Court’s audio system.  
Individuals whose devices interrupt proceedings shall be sanctioned. 

• Standing at the podium: Counsel are not required to stand at the podium when addressing 
the court, a witness or the jury unless someone (the judge, the court reporter, a witness, 
other counsel, or a juror) indicates that they are having trouble hearing the speaker. 

 

 


