United States District Court
Western District of Washington

Honorable Marsha J. Pechman

Voir Dire

Judge Pechman uses the "struck jury" system of juror selection. The entire panel is
assigned numbers and seated in order.

The parties are requested to submit questions which they would like addressed to the
entire juror panel. The questions must be submitted in advance of the day of jury selection and
should be questions which can be answered with a “yes” or “no;” open-ended questions are not
appropriate for this phase of voir dire. Judge Pechman asks the questions to the panel as a
whole. Once Judge Pechman has questioned the panel, they are turned over to counsel for the
parties for their portion of voir dire.

Time limits for voir dire are established at the pretrial conference, depending on the type
of case and the issues presented; for example, each side may be given an initial round of 20
minutes with a follow-up round of 10 minutes (if needed). Questions may be addressed to the
panel as a whole or to individual jurors. Challenges for cause are made at the time they arise.

Following the conclusion of counsel's voir dire, peremptory challenges are made against
those seated in the jury box, then the juror with the next highest assigned number outside the box
is seated. Peremptory challenges continue until both sides are satisfied with the jurors seated, or
until those challenges are exhausted.



