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| 1 UNTTED STATES DISTRICT COURT
| WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON
g
| ;
|, TNRE )
I ) GEMERAL ORDEE
B PILOT PROGRAM ON PHOTOGRAFHING, 3
RECORIDMNG, AND BROADCASTING b
' IN THE COURTROOM )
10
13 .
1. General Provisions,
2
T {2} Medla coverage of fedéral coun proceedicgs under the pilot pragram
' I PN camleras i e courtroom is permissible oaly in accordance with these puidelines.
4
|- 15 {b) Eeasonable advance nolice is requicsd from 1he media of 2 request to
' " be present 1o broadesst, televise, record ¢lectronically, or tuke photographs at o
| particular session. In 1he absence of such notice, the presiding judicial officer may
17 refuse 10 pecmit media coverage.
18
“ (h. 1) Reasonable advance notice normally means (wo business days,
! Exceptions will be made in exraordingry circomstances, such as emergency
20 proceedings.
a1
{b. 2} The form of notice to the courl shall be by written applicalion,
i 22 four copies of which will be fled with the media haison in the Clerks Office,
! 23 One copy 0f this application form wall be retained by the designated deputy
| 24 ¢letk, one copy will be routsd 10 the judge through the courteoum deputy, enc
copy will he provided to the U8, Marshals Service, and a copy will he re-
25
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turned 1o the media applicant. A separute application is required for each
procesding at which the media wish Lo bring eyuipmeni.

{c) A presiding judicial officer may refuse, limit, or 1ermiaae media
coverage of an entire case, pordons thereof, or 1estimuny of particular witnesses, in
the inkerests of justice 1o protect the rights of the paries, witnesses, and the dignicy of
the courl; 10 assuré the ordsIly condust of the proceedings: or for any gther reason
considered necessary or appropriate by Ihe presiding judicfal ofGcer.

{c. 1) A timely filed application, presented by a représentative of the
media, is presumed to be approved amiless vtherwise indicuted by the judee.,

{c. 2} U the judge disapproves or sets additianal imiabons on the
request 1w broadeast a proceeding, the media will be notified by court arder,

{¢. 3} Mo witness or party who expresses any pripr objection 1o the
judge shall be photographed por shall the testimony of such 4 witmess or party
be broadeust or telecast. Notwithstanding such objection, the judpe may allow
the broadcasting, televising, recording, or phoographiog of other portions of
the proceedings.

{¢) No direct public expense is to be incurred for equipment, wiring, or
personnel neaded to provide mediy coverags.

(e}  Nothing in these guidelines shall pravent a court from ptacing addifion-

al restrictions, of prohibiting altogesher, photogeaphing, teenrding, of broadeasiing in
designated areas of 1he Sourthouss.

(N These guidelings take effect fuly 1, 1991, and expire Juneg 30, 1994,
2. Limitatipns.

(8) Coverage of ¢riminal proccedings, both at the trial and appellate levels,
is prohibited.
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fhby  There shall be po audio pickup or browdesst of oonlferences which voour
in 2 ¢ourl facility berween arrorneys and their clisms, berween co-spunsel of a client,
or between counsel and the presiding judicial officer, whether held in the courroom
or in chambers.

() No coverage of 1be jury, o7 of any juror or aliernale juror, while in (the
jury box, in the courtroom, in the jury deliberation room, or during recess, or while
going to ot from the deliberation room at any 1ime, shall be permitted. Coverage of
the prospective jury during voir dire is also prohibitad.

{¢. 1} Media coverage is limited 1o the coartroom, No Slming, photo-
grephing, or recerding is permitied in the ballways or any other locatlon within
the courthouse, with the excepiion of re¢ording from & "feed box."

3. Equipmen: und Parsonnel,

{a) Mol more than one television camess, operaked by nos more s one
camera person, shall be penniited in any 1nal court procesding.

{a. 1) An additional person will be permitted in the courtronm 1o
operale audiv recording equipment in conjunction with the television camera.

{b) Mol more than one sl phetographer, utilizing not more than one
camera and related equipment at a tlme, shall be permived in any procesding in &
trial or appsliale eourt.

{b. 1) Still photographers arc urgad (o exércise judgment as to timing
of photopruphs in peder to minimize distractions,

(=)  Tf two or mote media representatives apply (& cover a procoeding, no
such coverage may begin until 41l such representatives have agreed upon a pooling
arangement for their respective news media. Such pooling arrangements shall
includde the designution of pool operators, procedures for ¢ost sharing, access (o and
disseminaton of material, and selection of a puvl representative if appeopriate. The
presiding judicial officer may no1 be called vpon 10 mediate or resolve aoy dispule as
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to such amangements.

{d)  Equipment or clothing shall nol bear the insignia or murking of a
media agency. Camera operators shall wear approprate business attire.

4, Soumd wnd Light Criteria,

(a) Equipment shell not produce distracting sound or light. Signal lights or
devices 10 show when equipment is operating shall no1 be visible, Moving lighs,
flash attuchments, or sudden light changes shall sot be nsed.

(b}  Excepi as otherwize approved by the presiding judicial officer, existing
courtroom scund and light systems shall he used withour madifieation. Audio pickup
for all media purpuscs shall be accomplished from existing audio systems presemt in
the court facility, or from a 1elevision camera’s buflt-in miccophone, If no technically
suitablo audip sysiem exisis in the coun faclicy, microphongs and relided wiring
essenoal for media purposes shall be unobirusive and shall be Llocated in places
designated in advance of any proceading by the presiding judicial officer.

3. Locution 0f Equipment and Persunnel.

{a)  The presiding judicial officer shall designate 1he location in the
courtroom for the camera equipment and operators.

{b)  Dwring the procecdings, operating personnel shull not move about nor
shall there be placement, movement, or removal of equipment, ur the chunging of
fikm, film magazimes, or lenses, Al such activibies shall take place each day before
ihe provesding bagins, after it ends, or during a recess.

b. Compliance.

Any media represeptative who fails to comply with (hess guldelings shall be
subject n appropriate sanction, as determined by the presiding judicial officer.
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T. Eeview.

It is not intended that & graot or denial of madia coverage be subjeat 1o
appellate review neofar as it penaing 1o and arises woder these guidelines, cxgent as
stherwise provided by law,

g Media Reporing Requiremants.

Farticipation in this pilat program necessitates meeng the reporting reyudre:
ments sat by the Federal Judicial Center. Media represantatives will be expecied
cumply with the following:

{a)  All media prganizations oparating €quipment in the courlroom
or obtaming feed will register their activity on a Daily Coverage Log which
will be furnished by the court.  This Log i$ 1¢ be retmmed to designaed ocum
personnel at the end of each day.

(b} Aoy urganization which videotapes in the couricoom and which
teloviscs an evening or nightly news program will be expected w cmnplete a
Record of Evendng News Broadeasts form, which will he farnished by the
goart. This form musd be returned 10 (the count within 10 - 14 days afier
Alming in the courtroom, whather or not coverage of Lhe proceeding was
actually broadeast,

T T LTI S "
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This order shall be affecuve July 1, 1991,
Dated chis a ! day of June, 1591

1 BARDARA I R STEIN

5 CHIEF UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE
8 \ () C
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UNITED STATES DHISTR CT JUDGE
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12 UNITE-D STATES DISTRICT JUDGE
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE
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