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UNITED STATE::S DISTRICT COURT
WESTERN DIST};~:ICT OF WASHINGTON

6

7

In the matter ofa
GENERAL ORDER

DIVISION OF COURT IBUSINESS9

10
Pursuant to tlhe provisionsl of Title 28, United States Code,

I11
Section 137, it isl hereby agreeld and ordered by the active judges

12
of this court thatl the diVisio9 of this court's business among

13
said judges shall ~e as hereinalfter stated:

14

1.

As used h~rein:
15

A.

Civil crses include ~ankruptcy appeals, habeas corpus
16

petitio~sl and contelsted miscellaneous matters, but
17

exclude~ Section 22515 motions and d>ther similar cases
18

describ~d in paragraph 8.
19

B. Crimina~ cases inclu~e appeals from Magistrate Judges
I

20
and alII proceedings rnder Rules 7,120 and 40 FRCrP.

21

2.

All civill cases filed ~n this district shall be assigned
22

as follows:
23

--All pivil cases cl.~ Tacoma equal~y to the active
24

district! 

judges.
25

--All pivil cases a~ Seattle equatly to the active
26

district judges.
I
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3.

All criminal cases filed in this district shall be

2 assigned as follows:

3 --All criminal cases at Tacoma equally to the active

4 district judges.

5 --All criminal cases at Seattle equally to the active

6 districtl judges.

7 4. All naturalization proceedings at Tacoma, including

8 contested petitions, shall be handled by Judqe Robert J. Bryan.

9 5. Judqe RobertS. Lasni~ shall be responsible for the call

10 and discharge of grand juries, Ithe return of indictments, and all

11 other matters related to the fuinctions of the grand juries.

12 Judge Thomas S. Zilly ishall be responsible for all6.
13 issues involving the jury selection process and the call and

14 Judge Robert J. Bryan shall bequalification of petit jurors.

15 responsible for the call and qualification of petit jurors and

16 the jury selection process in T~coma.

17 shall be responsible for allJudge Marsha J. pechmah

7.

naturalization proceedings at S~attle, including contested18

191

petitions.

Judge Barbara Jacobs Rbthstein shall be responsible for20 8.

all claims for wages and effects of deceased and deserting21

Judgeseamen; and unassigned ex parte! matters in Seattle.22

Franklin D. BurqesS shall be responsible for all claims for wages23

and effects of deceased and deserting seamen; and unassigned ex24

25 parte matters in Tacoma.

26
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13.

The ass~gnment of al~ civil and crimina~ cases as above

2 I

noted is made subjlect to such 9hange or changes a~ may be

3 established by th, Chief Judge Ifor the purposes o~ equalization

4 of case assignmentls to all act:~ve Judges of ~he dkstrict

5 14. The Cle~k shall refe~ any matter o~lpro~eeding not

6 provided for unde~ this divisi9n of business ordet to the Chief

7 Judge for assignmert or disposiltion.

8

15.

Notwithsltanding the floregoing provision~1 each of the
9 Judges of this 'Couft shall havel and perform any ahq all acts of

;10

authority and duty! otherwise by! law conferre~! upo~ him or her to

1 hear, try and dispose of any an~ all of the cases~ matters and

112 business of this cpurt when he pr she consents toldo so.

13

16.

All conf~icting ordeJ:'s concerning the division of this

14 court's business h~retofore ent~red are vacated bi this order.

15 This order shall b~ effective i~mediately an~ rem~in in force

16 until rescinded
/"L

17 Dated this day of pctober,

1999.

18

~ c19

()._~ 

"
20 ~OMBLE JOHN C. COUG~ENOUR

CHIE~F UNITED STATES DI$TRICT JUDGE
21

22

23

24

25
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