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UHITED STATES DISTRICT CQURT
WESTEPH DISTRICT OF WASHTHCGT(M

In the Matter of the
Local Rules for tha ORDER

Westakn District of Nashington

Tl B T Tl Tl e e

The local rules for the Western District of Waashindtan
are hereby amsnded by the adoption of & naw Crlminal Fule 41
o repad as followe:
E Crk 41
| TELEPHONIC £EARCH WARFANT APPLICATIGHE

{al Twlaphonic search warrant applications may ba made only
to the Seattle full-time Magistrates unless otherwisze orderad
by a United States District Judge of this Districe.
{1} Qne Hagistrate shall be dasignated at all times. on
a rotating bhasis, to receive warrant applications.
(2} Whenever posgibla, the Maglstrats shall have velco
recording squipment avallable to rwoord all teleghonic
applications for search warrants.
() - & telephonic application for a ssarch waxrtant shall only
be made with the prior approval of the United States Attorney,
Dr an Assistant United States Attorney, for this Distriet.
Whenever possible:
I (1) The application shall be made by conference call in
which both a law enforcemenkt agent and ah Assistant
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{c}

United States Attorney are able to converse with the
Magistrate.

{2} PFrior to calling the Magistrate, the law enforcement
agent and the Assistant United States httorney shall have
aqreed to & form of affidavit which can be read to the
Magictrate varbatlm insofar ag circumstances permit.

The Maglstrate must decide whether it iz reasonable +o

diapense with a written affidavit before authorizing a tele-

phonic search warrant application. Among the facrorg the

Magistrate may gonsider in making this determinatiopn are;

{a}

{1} Whether thae agank can 2ppear before the Magistrats
dur g rogular court hours;

{2) TUWhether tha sgent requedting a fsarch warrant s a
significant distance from the Magistrate:

(3 Whether the faceuwal siiwaticon 13 such that it would
be wnrecasoanable fap a substitote agent, who is located
near the Magiatrate, to present a writtean affidawvit in
parson to the Magistrate in lian of proceeding with a
telaphonic application; #nd,

{4} The possibility that 1f a zearch warrant werg not
irsued puorayant to the telephone application, theére woairld
be a significant risk that evidence would ba destroved.

on the first court day following tha issuance of a search

warrant based on a telephonlc application, the Maglserate

H shall have a duplicate tape made of the application, furnish

that tape to the United EBtates Attorney'e Office whe shall

cause & transeription oFf the tape b2 be made and returpned ko

the Maglstrata.

(@)

Devimtion froh the procedures sat forth in thig role may

be grounds for the Maglgtrate to refuse s warrant application,

but shall not be grounds for a motion to svppregs oeyvidance
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I thaf has boan saizad,

2 This rule shall bha sffective . 1973,

4 Unitad States District Coure
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10 Upited States Distyict Coaury

n
iz

o PR
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Onited States District Court
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