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OHITED STATES DISTREICT COURT
WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHIMGTON

I¥ THE MATTER OF THE )
) GCEWERAL ORDER
DIVIZION OF COURT BUBIHESE )

Fur=suant to the provisions of Title 23, United States
Code, Section 137, it is hareby agreed and ordexrad by {he

undersigned active judges of this court that the division of
this court's business among said judges shall be as herein-
after stated:
1. BAx uzed herein:
. Civil cases inclodes bankruptoy appsals and
Chapter X, ¥1 and XII bankruptey prooeedings,. but exclodes
Baction 2295 motions and habaas corpua potitiona (ingluding
Motlall Island Casaes) and other similar cases described in
paragraph 8,
B. Criminel cages includes appeals from magls-
trates and all provesdings under Fules 7, 20 and 40, F.R.Cr.P.
2. All =ivil casszs filed in thia district ahell be
axsigned as Follows:
All zivil caser filed at Tacoma to Judge Jack E. Tatner
All admiralty and pon-jury maritime cazeg filed at
feattla to Senlor Judge Willlam T, Beeks.
41l land condemnation casgn filed at Seattle to Senlor

Judge William J. Lindbwerg.
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All other clvi]l casmes filed at Seattle egually to
Judges Waltar T, MocGoyern, Morall E. Sharp and Donald S.
Vaarhaes.

3. All criminal cagss filed in this diestrict ghall
ba agsigned aa followa:

All criminal =gsey at Tacoma to Judgs Jack B, Tannar,

A1l oriminal c¢ases at Saattle equally to Judges
Walter T. McGovern, Morall E. Sharp and Donald £. Voorhesas,

4., All naturalizatiom pro¢eedings at Tacoma, in-
cluding contested patitionx, &nd all Mchleil Island cases,
shall ke handlad by Judga Jack B. Tannasr.

5. Senior Judge Williaw J. Lindbarg shall bs
responsible For the ©all and discharge of Grand Juriss,
the return of indictments, and all cther matters related to
the fupctione of the Grand Juriss; and handle all habaas
corpus petitions and other casma in which part of the ralief
seought i release Krom prison or eimilar relief, filed in
this district, whether or net addressed to a namad jwdgea,
axcept cases invelving NoMeil Island prisoners.

€. Judge Denald &. ¥Yoorhees shall ke rasponsibla
for tha call and gualification of petit juror=; and all

naturzlization proceedings at Seattle, inclvding contested

¢ pAatltions.

7. Judge Morell E, Sharp shall be rezponsible for
all claimg for weges and offeces of decpased angd dasereing
secakwen; and unassigned ex parte mattaxs,

8. Individuzl parjitions for adwissjon to the har
of this court may be heard by any judge of thig court., Gxoup
admigaione pursuant te local xrule shall be held at times

Fixvad by the Clark.
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f. Preceadipge under Sectlop 2255, Title 283, OUnitad '
Statas Code, ahiall be aszigned to and handled by the Judge
who imposed the sentance lpwalwed. |

10. If immediate actionh LE hecesgary in any case or
proceeding assigned to a particular judge and that judgs: ia
unavallable for any reason, any other judgs may hear and
drspoga of the matter requiring immedlzte attention, bub
guch action shall pot constitute raassignmant of the case or
procacdlng.

1l. A. Hben civil or criminal actions invelving a
common gquestion of law apd fact (but not necessarily the

aams partisx) are assigned to differant judges and it Appears

ko any Judge of thig ccart that thera may be good reason to
agaign ail of zald actions to one judge, such may be apsigned
to the judgs to whom the caze bearinyg the earliest filing
date was aszignad, at hig optlom,

B. Motione ko congclidate eivil or crimipal
actiong for trial, or otherwisa, shall ba heard by the judge
to whom the casa bearing the earliest f£filing dats has besn
ageighed, and in tha event consolidation ls ordered, tha
congolidated cases ghall ba haard by gald judege. |

12. Eﬂassignﬁant of cages neceseitatad by the dig-
gualification of a judge shall be made by the Chisf Judge.
The next case filed shall be assignad to the Jdisgualifying
judgm. In the avent the Chisf Judye dizguzlifies himsae)f,
such case shall ba agslgned to the judge to whom the next
case filad would have been aszsigned, and the naxt following
cage filad shall be aszsiqned to the Chief Judye.

13, fThe assignment of all civll and criminal cases &5

above potead is magde subject B auch change ar changas as may I
ba eztablished by the Chiaf Judge for purposes of equalizatlnn{

of cagg assignmments to all active judges of the dlstrlet.
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1 “ 1l4. Tha Clark ghall refer acy matter or proceeding 1
2 net provided for under this divislon of businege order to the !
q Chief Judgse for assignment orf dispomiticn, r
4 15. HNotwithstanding the foregoing provieions, cach of
5 th& judgas of this court shall have and perform any and all ﬁ
é of auvthority and duty otherwise by law confartred vpon him to ;
T hear, try and dispese of any and all of the Cases, matkars E
a and busihess of thi2 ogurt when ha ¢onssots Lo do ao.
P 14, BAll conflicting orders foncerning the division OF ]
10 this court's business hecetofore entartéd ars vacatgd by this
11 ordex. This order zhall be effactive ag of September 1, 19?3,!
1% and remaln in force wuntil rescinded, !
13 DRTED this 18t  day of September  j47g,
14
I
i
Hornorable Walter T. McGOvern
18 Chimf United States Mstrict Judge
17 N |
13 ﬂﬁﬁﬁiéﬂf.f{4%;?gff
Honopable Morell E., Shaxp
19 Uni States District Judge
Iy
4 Honorable Donald 5. Yoorheas
o United States Districe JTudge
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